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Primary School’s “Life Environment Studies” as
an Extension of Preschool Education
— An Analysis of the 9 Objectives of “Life Environment Studies” —

Tetsuhisa TAGUCHI

Summary

We need to acknowledge the necessity for a plan coordinating primary school
education to preschool education. The subject of “Life Environment Studies” is already
considered as an extension of preschool education in the government curriculum
guidelines. The knowledges acquired by preschoolers through a variety of experiences
in kindergartens are already supposed to be systematized in “Life Environment Studies”
and put in relation to other subjects taught in primary schools. Based on an analysis
of concrete learning experiences of preschoolers, this paper aims to show which
elements should be emphasized in “Life Environment Studies” in order to improve the
general content of this particular subject.

The result of our analysis based on a comparison between 9 types of experiences in
preschool education and the 9 objectives of “Life Environment Studies” show that we
should emphasize the followings: 1.Use vocabularies understood by children, 2. Create
environments where children feel comfortable expressing themselves, 3.Let children
talk about their preschool experience, 4. Understand their experiences in local
communities during their preschool years, 5. Encourage participation in festivals in

local communities.

Key word Coordinating primary school education preschool education

Life Environment Studies personal experiences of preschoolers
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